Talking with Youth Interactive Workshop


Permanence is for the Future Case Scenarios
· Terry’s story (college) – The first time it hit 19 year old Terry how much she longed for permanent family connections was when she was in college, and celebrated a raise at her part time job by buying a silk blouse.  When the blouse got stained, she wasn’t sure how to clean it – hand-wash? Dry clean? She asked her roommate, who said, “I’ll call my mom.” And Terry realized she didn’t have anyone to call to ask these kinds of questions – she sat down on her bed, silk blouse in hand, and cried.
· JD story (grandchildren) – JD was 20 and engaged to be married when he asked the family who had adopted his younger siblings if they would adopt him.  The day they were in court for the adoption finalization, the judge asked him why he wanted to be adopted, at his age.  He replied, “Sir, I am getting married and someday I plan to have children.  I want them to have grandparents.”
· Peggy’s daughter (jail) – Peggy had many challenges raising the daughter she adopted as a headstrong 12 year old.  When her daughter was 21, she took off in search of her independence and didn’t look back.  They were estranged for years, and Peggy had not heard from her in over 5 years when, at the age of 34, her daughter was arrested and called her parents from jail, saying “I need you”.  While they did not ride in on a white horse and rescue her, this did mark the beginning of a renewed relationship, which today, many years later, is healthy and strong.
· Lu’s son (residential care) – Lu and her husband adopted a 16 year old boy living in the residential care center where Lu worked.  Today he is in his 30’s.  He has never been able to live at home, yet Lu and Tom have played an instrumental role in his life, taking him on outings, visiting him, and most importantly, being their to advocate for him when the residential facility proposed changes in his living arrangements, daily schedule, therapeutic treatments or medications.
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